Memorial Plaque

On Saturday 3rd November the Pilot Officer William McMullen memorial plaque, which has now been mounted on the inner porch wall of Memorial Hall, was rededicated by the Senior Hospital Chaplin Rev. Brian Selmes.

This took place at the annual Field of Remembrance dedication service arranged by The Royal British Legion when individually as opposed to collectively those who lost their lives in both World Wars are remembered.

The service was attended by amongst others the Mayor of Darlington, the Royal British Legion Padre Ven. Gibson plus Howard Wilson a close friend of Pilot Officer McMullen’s family and Tracey Hardy, Acting Director of Estates & Facilities represented the Trust.

Press coverage of the occasion was given by the Northern Echo, who via their Editor and readers had already helped to trace the current whereabouts in Canada of Pilot Officer McMullen’s daughter Donna Mae Barber who was contacted for her agreement to rededicate the plaque, which has been in store for many years, in its new location.

Pilot Officer William Stuart McMullen of the Royal Canadian Air Force was killed in January 1945 while steering his crippled Lancaster bomber, returning from a training flight, away from inhabited areas in Darlington. He had ordered his crew to abandon the aircraft – which they all did safely.

Following donations received from his family two cots were endowed by The Gallant Airman Fund sponsored by the Darlington Twenty Club to the Children’s Ward and McMullen Road in the town was subsequently named in memory of him. 

Further details can be obtained from David Hill in Central Services or for more general information relating to war memorials in the North East please visit the North East War Memorials Project website on www.newmp.org.uk.
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Rev. Brian Selmes, Tracey Hardy & Howard Wilson

